
 
For Immediate Release       Contact: Christian Heiens & Gina Staufenburg 
October, 2017          (540) 222-7706 
                   DelNFreitas@house.virginia.gov	

 

Delegate Freitas Unveils Resolution Honoring Polish-American 
Revolutionary War Hero	

Delegate Freitas (R-Orange, Madison & Culpeper) has announced today a resolution for the 2018 
session, honoring Brigadier General Andrew Thaddeus Kosciuszko for his contributions during 
the American Revolutionary War. Kosciuszko voluntarily left his native country of Poland in 1776 
to fight on behalf of the United States, helping to erect the American defenses at Saratoga and 
West Point before eventually being promoted to the rank of Brigadier General in 1783. 

General Kosciuszko ultimately returned to Poland after the Revolutionary War where he 
commanded Polish armies during the Polish–Russian War of 1792 and the Kościuszko Uprising 
of 1794. He later returned to the United States and stipulated in his final will that his Americans 
estates and assets granted to him by Congress were to be used to purchase the freedom of African-
American slaves and provide an education for them, naming his long-time friend Thomas Jefferson 
as the will’s executor. 

Delegate Freitas unveiled the resolution on Monday night at Charlottesville’s Farmington County 
Club with State representatives and dignitaries from the Republic of Poland, including His 
Excellency, Piotr Wilczek, the Polish Ambassador to the United States. The resolution will 
designate October 15, 2018, and in each succeeding year, as “General Kosciuszko Day” in the 
Commonwealth of Virginia. 

“This recognition is a long time in the making. General Kosciuszko is widely regarded as a national 
hero in both the United States and the Republic of Poland. Kosciuszko willingly crossed an ocean 
to come to the aid of a nation fighting for the very ideas he championed in his own home country. 
Had it not been for his contributions, the United States may very well have lost the Revolutionary 
War,” Freitas said. “Kosciuszko embodies everything that makes the United States such an 
exceptional place. He was a champion of individual liberty, the abolition of slavery, any many of 
the ideals which found their way into our Constitution and Bill of Rights. I’m honored to be 
carrying a resolution highlighting his legacy.” 



Delegate Freitas represents the 30th House District which includes Madison, Orange County, and 
Culpeper County (part).  He was elected in November of 2015 and currently sits on the House 
Finance and Science and Technology Committees. For any questions, please contact our office at 
(540) 222-7706 or through email at DelNFreitas@House.virginia.gov. Delegate Freitas’ 
Facebook page is www.facebook.com/NickFreitasVA and his website can be found at 
www.nickjfreitas.com. Finally, feel free to check out the Delegate’s Twitter page, 
@NickforDelegate. 
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